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PHOTOGRAPHY: GENERAL TOP 10

10. Gypseenia Lion - Bloemfontein Courant
9. Jamey Gordon - DistrictMail & Helderberg Gazette
8. Linzetta Calitz - Mossel Bay Advertiser
7. Sifiso Jimta - Ster South
6. Elsje Vermeulen - Vaalweekblad
5. Christiaan Cloete - Vaalweekblad /Ster North /Ster South
4. Nikhil Gopichand - South Coast SUN
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TOP 3 ...
 Third place - Carina Roux, TygerBurger

- Second place - Ettienne van Rensburg, Vaalweekblad

Winner - Wayne van der Walt
Highvelder
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PHOTOGRAPHY: MOBILE TOP 10

10. Marsha Bothma - Plainsman/AthloneNews/Vukani
9. Paula Ansley - The Greyton Post
8. Nkosephayo Sphesonke Vilakazi - Roodepoort Record
7. Carina Roux - TygerBurger
6. Peter Luhanga - The Iliso Labantu News
5. Cecilia Hume - TygerBurger
4. Dillon Pillay - Southlands SUN
D
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TOP 3 ...
 Third place - Michelle Pienaar, George Herald

« Second place - Lientjie Mentz, BloemNews

Winner - Kristy Kolberg
George Herald
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PHOTOGRAPHY: NEWS TOP 10

10. Gypseenia Lion - Bloemfontein Courant

9. Gabriélla Siebritz - Mossel Bay Advertiser

8. Justin Thomas - The Village News

7. Dillon Pillay - Southlands SUN

6. Christiaan Cloete - Vaalweekblad /Ster North /Ster South
5. Alida Buckle - Weslander

4. Barend Williams - DistrictMail & Helderberg Gazette

N

Stellenbosch

.
local media ss
IIIIIIIIIIII VIR GEMEENSKAPSJOERNALISTE / OF COMMUNITY JOURNALI
IIIIIIIIIIII GEMEENSKAPSJOERNALISTE / OF COMMUNITY JOURNALISTS

media E




TOP 3 ...
- Third place - Zita Goldswain, Witbank News

« Second place - Ettienne van Rensburg, Vaalweekblad

Winner - Wayne van der Walt
Highvelder
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PHOTOGRAPHY: SPORT TOP 10

10. Heinrich Greyling — Krugersdorp News
9. Dillon Pillay - Southlands SUN
8. Rashied Isaacs - People’s Post
7. Erwin Kruger - Zululand Observer
6. Nikhil Gopichand - South Coast SUN
5. Christiaan Cloete - Vaalweekblad /Ster North /Ster South
4. Elsje Vermeulen - Vaalweekblad
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TOP 3 ...
 Third place - Carina Roux, TygerBurger

« Second place - Ettienne van Rensburg, Vaalweekblad

Winner - Wayne van der Walt
Highvelder
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WRITING: DIGITAL TOP 10

10. Lizette da Silva - George Herald

9. Zita Goldswain - Witbank News

8. Anton Van Zyl - Zoutpansberger

7. Itumeleng Maloka - Alex News

6. Linzetta Calitz - Mossel Bay Advertiser

5. Marsha Bothma - Plainsman and Athlone News

4. Lauren O'Connor-May - TygerBurger Mitchells Plain
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TOP 3 ...
 Third place - Fanie Mthupha, Boksburg Advertiser

« Second place -Michelle Pienaar, George Herald

Winner - Christiaan Cloete
Vaalweekblad
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WRITING: HEADLINES TOP 10

10. Shirwan Newton - BloemNews, Vista, NoordkaapBulletin
9. Ronelle Ramsamy - Zululand Observer
8. Liezl Scheepers - Parys Gazette
7. Linzetta Calitz - Mossel Bay Advertiser
6. Elsje Vermeulen - Vaalweekblad
5. Carina Roux - TygerBurger
4. Madré Marais - Bloemnuus/NoordkaapBulletin/Vista
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TOP 3 ...

 Third place - Michelle Pienaar, George Herald
« Second place - Wyndham Ewerts, Knysna-Plett Herald

Winner - Dave Savides
Zululand Observer
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Amandia for Amanda!

TR MPED' Local NPOs suffer asimmediate
a haltof USAID is ordered

Good surfer attendance | Safety for pupils at
at Alkant board meeting | school a no brainer

Real life snakes and ladders!



WRITING: HARD NEWS & INVESTIGATIVE TOP 10

10. Alida de Beer - George Herald

9. Liezl Scheepers - Parys Gazette

8. Andries Van Zyl - Zoutpansberger

7. Chelsea Pieterse - Mossel Bay Advertiser
6. Gabriélla Siebritz - Mossel Bay Advertiser

5. Maanda Bele - Limpopo Mirror
4. Alida Buckle - Weslander

)
S -

Stellenbosch

local media sz




TOP 3 ...

 Third place - Tumelo Brain Dibakwane, Lowvelder

« Second place - Wayne van der Walt, Highvelder

Winner - Piliso Mfundo
Go! & Express
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WRITING: EDITORIAL COMMENT TOP 10

10. Helena Barnard - NoordkaapBulletin

9. Wayne van der Walt - Highvelder

8. Ronelle Ramsamy - Zululand Observer

7. Zita Goldswain - Witbank News

6. Michelle Pienaar - George Herald

5. Carl de Villiers - The Village News

4. Wyndham Ewerts - Knysna-Plett Herald
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TOP 3 ...
 Third place - Alida Buckle, Weslander

« Second place - Louise Karsten, Mossel Bay Advertiser

Winner - Dave Savides
Zululand Observer
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WRITING VERNACULAR

 Fourth place - Ntsikelelo Jonga, Dizindaba Iphephandaba
lesiXhosa

 Third place - Unathi Obose, City Vision

« Second place - Monwabisi Khininda, Dizindaba Iphephandaba
lesiXhosa

Winner - Anele Raziya
Dizindaba Iphephandaba lesiXhosa
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WRITING: HUMAN INTEREST TOP 10

10. Linzetta Calitz - Mossel Bay Advertiser

9. Nkosephayo Sphesonke Vilakazi - Roodepoort Record
8. Lizette Da Silva - George Herald

7.Sibulele Kasa - Northern News (Digital news website)
6. Lauren O'Connor-May - TygerBurger Mitchells Plain
5. Desirée Rorke - TygerBurger

4. Ditiro Masuku - Fourways Review
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TOP 3 ...

 Third place - Shirley Nirmala Govender, Globe Post, Walkerville &
Savanna City Times, Orange Farm News

« Second place - Siyavuya Khaya, Vukani/Southern Suburbs Tatler

Winner - Tobie van den Bergh
Middelburg Observer
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WRITING: SPORT TOP 10

10. Fuad Esack - Cape Community Newspapers

9. Gerhard Rheeder - Middelburg Observer

8. Lebohang Pita - Benoni City Times

7.]Jamey Gordon - DistrictMail & Helderberg Gazette
6. Yaseen Gaffar - DistrictMail & Helderberg Gazette
5. Wyndham Ewerts - Knysna-Plett Herald

4. Ettienne van Rensburg - Vaalweekblad
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TOP 3 ...

 Third place - Kailin Daniels, TygerBurger
« Second place - Christiaan Cloete, Vaalweekblad /Ster North

Winner - Dave Savides
Zululand Observer
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WRITING: MUNICIPAL & LOCAL GOVERNMENT
TOP 10

10. Lientjie Mentz - BloemNews

9. Tumelo Brain Dibakwane - Lowvelder

8. Andile Sithole - Southlands SUN

7. Adele Louw - Carletonville and Fochville Herald
6. Andries van Zyl - Zoutpansberger

5. Anton van Zyl - Limpopo Mirror

4. Vusi Mthalane - South Coast SUN

N AVBOB
‘ E . Stellenbosch ;7
media local med]a IVUNIVESITHI VIRGEMEENSKAPSIOERNALISTE/ OF COMMUNITY JOURNALSTS

IIIIIIIIIIII



TOP 3 ...
 Third place - Thembi Siaga, Limpopo Mirror

« Second place - Michelle Pienaar, George Herald

Winner - Yaseen Gaffar
DistrictMail & Helderberg Gazette
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NEWSPAPERS: BEST BACK PAGE TOP 10

10. Highvelder
9. Vaalweekblad

8. Oudtshoorn Courant
7. Zululand Observer

6. Knysna-Plett Herald
5. George Herald
4. Suid-Kaap Forum

)
S -

Stellenbosch

local media sz




TOP 3 ...

 Third place - Bedfordview Edenvale News

« Second place - Mossel Bay Advertiser

Winner
Lowvelder
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A Open heckons for Theron

Blake Linder

Johan Theron (31), who hails from the
Lowveld, qualified for the SA Open for
the first time this week, completing an
incredible comeback to golf after nearly a
decade away from the sport.

Theron carned his qualification for
the Investec SA Open Championship on
Tucsday through the qualificr tournament
at Mount Edgecombe Country Club. While
many might claim that making the cut at
any professional golf tournament is one of
the most nerve-wracking things to do in
the sport. playing a single round qualifier.
knowing this is one’s only chance to
qualify for a tournament, definitely takes
the cake.

The man from the Lowveld teed it up
on Mount Edgecombe’s “The Woods®
course on Tuesday with this in mind. along
with the knowledge that only four players
would be qualifying for the SA Open.

Theron was determined to showcase
nothing short of his best goll, though,
and didn’t let the pressure get to him. He
started the round well, carding his first
birdie of the day on the second hole

He birdicd the fourth as well o move
to two-under for the day and put him in
a good position going forward. Theron’s
birdics dricd up for the remainder of the
first nine, but he still managed to remain at
two-under-par at the wrn.

1le enjoyed a positive start to the back
ninc with a birdic on the 10th, but this
was made null-and-void with a bogey on
the par-3 11th,

Theron’s roller coaster continued with
two consecutive birdies that helped him
climb to four-under with a chance of
qualification. Again. though, his birdies
dricd up and Theron had to hope that he
was still within the top four come the end
of the day.

As late would have it he found himsell
tied-third alongside three other golfers
when the bell tolled and, with only two
remaining spots available. two of the
quartet would have to fall out during

the play-off. The first to fall was Denmark’s
Jacob Olesen, who was knocked out on the
10th hole. This left Theron, Ethan Smith and
LB BosholT in contention on the 18th.

Theron managed to hold his nerve
alongside Smith o knock out BosholT and
secure the final two available spots.

For Theron it’s a dream come true. “To be
able to qualify for the
SA Open, which is
ong of our country’s
unofficial majors,
means so much to me.
Of course you don’t
really want to be in
a play-ofl (o start
with, but qualifying
through a play-ofl
mukes it all the more
sweet,” an excited Theron told Lowvelder
after his round on Tuesday.

“For me it really is incredible to achicve
this so carly on in my return (o golIf”

And the return he’s referring to? Well,
in 2023 Theron decided to start playing
golf again after a nine-year hiatus in which

he didn’t play any form of golf, not cven
amaleur.

Having grown up in Vereeniging, he
starled playing golf al an carly age at
Maccauvlei Golf Course and spent a lot
of time playing alongside Ul 1

Ultimately Theron finished 28th on
the 2023 Big Easy Tour Order of Merit.
and would go into 2024 with a partial
ion (o the Sunshinc Tour.

he
family, which of course includes
Iegendary SA golfer Charl.

He wound up playing in the world
championships at the age of |1 and
achicved a great deal

‘Of course you don't really before he decided

1o pack away his

want to be in a play-off to ciusat21. 1tis
start With, but qualnfylng final achicvement

‘before electing to

through a play-off makes stop playing golf
it all the more sweet’

was carning his
professional status in
2013, but it was not
a year later that he
and his father upped and Ieft Vereeniging
to take up farming between Barberton and
Mbombela,

This brought his p carcer 1o a

e qualified for and took part in the
Mopani Zambia Open in 2024 in which he
finished a very respectable 40th.

Theron enjoyed a successful 2024 and
his return to goll has only continued Lo
flourish.

He has high but realistic hopes lor
the SA Open at Durban Country Club
this week.

“Ill be playing against some of our
country’s best golfers around at the
moment. and I really just aim to play
my best golf and enjoy the experience,”
he said.

“I'm not particularly score- or result-
driven this week. If T can make the cut and
get a top-50 finish it would be great, but
T'1l mostly just be looking to learn from the

premature end and Theron would not pick
up a golf club for ncarly a decade. But the
bug bil again in 2023 and he started taking
part in the Sunshine Tour Qualifying
School events. It wasn’t long before he
began making his ma inning the
pre-qualificr for the Zanaco Masters in
Zambia. That same year he received his
card 1o play on the Altron Big Easy
Tour. the tour a step below the
Sunshine Tour. He took part in an

§ SA Open qualificr in 2023 (0o, but
% finished l4th.

s

Johan Theron on the Altron Big Easy Tour.
> Photos: Tyrone and Troy Winfield/Sunshine Tour

Looking even further ahead, Theron
hopes to cam full Sunshine Tour exemption
by the end of the year. and to even find his
way onto the Asian Tour too,
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the latter scored Pirates’ second goal.

confirmed that no fewer than 41 000 people
attended the match, s the match went
rather smoothly from an organisational

erspeclive. “The raflic into the stadium
went really well. About 80 to 90% of the
spectators were in the stadium at kick-ofl.
which is the highest we've scen for a soceer
match,” he said.

“Traflic flow exiling (he stadium was
a bit slower than we’d hoped, but the

raffic authorities were great and. overall,
cverything was a big improvement from
the Nedbank Cup final, Tor example, We
received very positive feedback and the
pitch was in great condition. There will
always be small things to work on, but
overall we're really appy with how
things went.”

S 3
MTNB final referee Eugene Mdluli
drops the bal! for Sipho Chaine,

Orlando Pirates raise the MTN8 trophy once more.

seorge Whitehead of the Griquas beats Lundi
fisenge of the Pumas to the ball in the air.

SEEL |
WAF__AFA 2 =8 WHWE &

sango Xamlashe pulls a Grigaus defender with him as he surges forward.

Blake Linder

“The Airlink Pumas gol their 2025
Carling Curric Cup scason ofI' Lo a great
start last week when they tore through
an ill-disciplined Suzuki Griquas side at
Mbombela Stadium.

Tn a repeat of the 2024 Carling Currie Cup
Premicr Division scason opener, Lhe Pumas
were drawn against the Griquas to start their
2025 campaign, this time al Mbombela
Sladium. 11 was the third time the (wo sides
had locked horns at Mbombela Stadium this
year with the Pumas holding a significant
mental advantage going into the fixture as
they’d won the other two clashes in 2025,
Griquas would have been cager o
avenge their SA Cup final loss, though.

The encounter kicked ofl' at 19:00 on a cold
Friday night in Mbombela. The visitors
from Kimberley drew first blood thanks to
an carly penalty that put them 3-0 ahead just
aller the one-minule mark.

Their lcad was about as short-lived as it
could’ve been, as a Heinz Bertram charge
down led to a Sango Xamlashe try for the
Pumas only 40 seconds later. The Griquas
reclaimed the lead in the 12th minute with a
try of their own, before the Pumas hit back
with another Lry o retake the lead in the
15th minute.

The lead changed hands once again in the
in the 23rd minute when George Whilchead
slotted over a penalty for the Griquas.
Another penalty and a try for the Griquas,
along with two Pumas penalties took the
scoreline to 23-18 in the Northern Cape

Danrich Visagie, Eddie Swart,
Wian van Niekerk,

JJ Scheepers, Darren Adonis.
Conversions: Visagie (5).
Penalties: Visagie (3).

JJ Scheepers scores a try on debut. > Photos: Blake Linder

side’s favour on the stroke of half-time. But
a Pumas try from the base of a powcerful
line-out maul after the hooter meant the
hosts were 25-23 ahcad when half-time
finally camc.

This was the last time the lead changed
hands during the match and proved the
turning point in the encounter as the Pumas
managed fo run amok in the second half.
Their charge was aided by the fact that the
Griquas received no fewer than three yellow
cards in the second half, the first of which
came at Caleb Abrahams’s cxpense only
three minutes into the half. Two minutes
later Whitchead was also dismissed, Icaving
the Griquas with only 13 men on the field.

The Pumas ensured they capitalised on
the numerical advantage and ran in a try and
a penalty while the Griquas were two men
down. Gurswin Wehr was the third Griquas
player (o be given his marching orders,
just as Abrahams returned to the field with

ic scorc now 35-23 in Lhe Pumas’ [avour.
The Griquas [ought hard despite their
disadvantage and clawed back to score a try
as the clock passed 70 minules.

The Pumas received their first card of
the game when debutant IT Scheepers was
yellow-carded with four minutes Lo play.
But, the damage was done as the Pumas
scored a [urther two trics in the last 10
minutes Lo pul the game (o bed. The final
score was 49-28 in favour of the Pumas,
handing them he perfect start lo Lhe se:

o1,

They will now travel to Bloemfontein to
facc a Toyota Cheetahs side cager to kick
into gear after a shock defeat against the
Sanlam Boland Kavalicrs in their first game.
The match will kick off at Toyota Stadium at
19:00 on Friday.

on his way to scoring the last try of the game.



NEWSPAPERS: BEST FRONT PAGE TOP 10

10. Mossel Bay Advertiser

9. Eikestadnuus

8. Roodepoort Northsider
7. Lowvelder
6. Zululand Observer

5. Knysna-Plett Herald

4. Krugersdorp News
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TOP 3 ...
 Third place - Highvelder

« Second place - Newcastle Advertiser

Winner
North Coast Courier
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Ballito’s Amanda "MadDog" Lino reclaimed her EFC
title last Thursday, scali trivmphant return to the
cage with a dominant five-round performance.

Lino defeated Brazilian opponent Mariana Salles
via unanimous decision at EFC 123 in Johanncsburg,
recliming the women's lyweight belt that she
originated in 2017. 1t marked her first fight sinc
following a break from competitive mixed mart
"I kept getting offers, but T was focused on building
afler the ring." said Amanda, who owns and coaches
al Warriors Gym in Ballito,

"When this opportunity came, it felt like the right
time 1o sicp back in and focus encrgy on training.”

Withiin days of accepling the fight, Amanda flew (o
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completed a clean sweep, with wins from JC Lamprecht
and Willic van Rooyen adding to Amanda's victory.

"G into the fight, T was amazed by how calm T
felt." she said

"Coaching has changed my perspective. ['ve learnt
to align body, mind and soul - it helps me control my
emotions."

Though Amanda was calm, the fight iscll was
anything but. The pair traded heavy blows, both
emerging bloodied and bruised.

"T expected more stand-up, but we went to the mat
carly. You have (o be adaptable with these things and
always have a backup for your backup plan."

"It a tough fight and she was a great opponent,
but T felt T won at Icast four of the five rounds.”

The ju od. Amanda walked away with both

Amanda lands a punch as Salles
forced onto the back foot.
Photo: EFC Worldwide.

The charred remains of the bulk water pipes
at Mthombeni after a suspected arson attack

INSET: Workers attempt to contain the blaze.

The infrastructure project intends to
supply clean water to Ndwedwe Wards 2, 5,

halted Ndwedwe's critical water supply project.

"This was not just vandalism, it was a
direct attack on people who have waited

Nsuze Police Station and investigations arc
underway.

the Netherlands Lo train with longtime coach Rodney the belt and the ‘Fight of the Night' accolade. Ci“ 6,7.8and 9. . years for basic services. We will not be The destruction of the pipes means delays
van der Vlugt, who has been in her comer for all of her *I'm ecstatic with the win and for proving o mysclf " ire These are rural arcas with litle to no intimidated or derailed. Our commitment o arc now inevitable, as materials will need to
professional fights. Fight weeks later she was back and a1 1 can still compete at this level, The support from . “ 3¢ infrastructure, Residents arc at the mercy of  delivering this vital service remains firm," be reordered and project timelines adjusted.
ready (o step into the cage. my family, fricnds and the Ballilo communily was Amanda Lino celebrates the return of the EFC women’s flyweight belt to :” unreliable water tankers, while others felch said Shandu. The full cost of the damage is yel (o be
Her bout was one of three title fights on the night, overwhelming. I'm so grateful to everyone for their its rightful owner! =tion yaier from rivers and boreholcs. An initial sitc inspection indicated the firc  asscssed.
all billed as South Africa vs Brazil. The local side support in this journcy.” - Photo: Vaughn Humphrey/EFC Worldwide. Through this project, 25 000 people from  was unlikely to have siarted naturally. While Mayor Shandu appealed to the public for
& set about 3 000 households have been promised  the results of a formal forensic investigation  information.
Stop piped water connections (o their homes. arc pending, authoritics suspecet deliberate "We urge anyone with knowledge of the

CALL US.

LAST MINUTE DELIVERY?

North Coasters have spoken and the finalists for the 2025 Be
have been selected! Check out the full list of more than 2 500 by
232 categories on pages 14 to 25 and cast your votes!

HAMBANATHI

VEHICLE RENTAL

iLembe district mayor Thobani Shandn
condemned the incident, calling it "an
attack on the dignity and rights of Ndwedwe
residents.”

sabotage. Authorities noted that there had
been no previous disputes or community
opposition o the project.

A criminal case has been opened at

SPECIAL

perpetrators to come forward. This act has
hurt the entire community."

Al the time of publi
been made.

tion, 1no arrests had

MEAT FOR A WEEK

TxLéikg Whole Chicken
Tx g Curied Mutton
Txlkg Brisket

R559%)

HONEYMOON PACK
2x500g Beefor Pork sausages

. 8
2500 Beeftopsidemince (9 nang
24500g Rump steak { ?ng

Kaylan Geokie

Ballito's Tyler Jacobs (21) made South
African cycling history lasl week with a
bronze medal at the UCI Mountain Bike World
Championships in Swilzerland

The bronze is South Africa's first-ever

medal in the Under-23 Women's XCC World

Championship category.

‘The championships, held from August 30

10 September 14 across seven Swiss venues

i Zermaut, Verbicr and Aletsch

Arena, brought topether the world's (op riders
in disciplines ranging from cross-country to
downhill, enduro. E-mountain bike and pump
track.

On a treacherous course in Crans-Montana,
plagued by cold weather and relentless rain,
Jacobs dclivered a gutsy performance.

Battling through mud and slippery terrain,

she crossed the finish linc in 20:18, just 26
seconds behind Canadian gold medallist

Tsabella Holmgren (19:52) and six seconds behind

Germany's Carla Hahn (20:12), who took silver.

o WEEKlY
£ SPECIALS

T am very proud. T have been working hard for
it, and it has built my confidence in believing in
myself." said Jacobs, who rides for LTV Factory
Racing.

Her journey to the podium has been marked by
near misses and moments of sclf-doubl, making this

i r all the more ingful. Despite the
challenging condilions, she remained focused.

"My goal was not to win a medal; my goal
was (0 give it my all. However, 1 knew 1 had the
potential to get a podium. I have been close a few
times this year at the World Cup raccs, but I never
believed if would actually happen at the World
Championship:

Jacobs also competed in the longer Under-23 |
Women's XCO World Championship on Sunda
September 14, but was forced o withdraw alier
suffering multiple crashes.

Originally raised in Kenya before moving lo
the North Coast, Tacobs is currently en roure to
Lenzerheide, Switzerland, for the final European
leg of the World Cup circuit. She will then head to
the USA and Canada for the last two events before
relurning home

& oneof X3
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m

CHEKEN
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NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR (SOLD) TOP 10

10. Zoutpansberger

9. Oudtshoorn Courant
8. African Reporter

7. Knysna-Plett Herald
6. South Coast Herald
5. Zululand Observer

4. Mossel Bay Advertiser
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TOP 3 ...
 Third place - Vaalweekblad

 Second place - George Herald

Winner
Lowvelder
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subcontractors claim millions owed

Vrou se wretde dood
skok yemeenskap

Gia Radnai vir rooftogle bekend staan.

Page 3 Kruger National Park falls victim to one of SA’s largest vulture poisonings

nsive timeline of what transpired at Lowhills in the past year

Viystery of Jurgens
\el’s death deepens

t Hlatshwayo and Buks Viljoen I'm just trying to play it safe and stay on the During preliminary investigations and
farm,” the voicenote says. from information Joubert’s questioning had

| _SPARI)
—

FOR EVERY
ORDER YOU
PLACE ON

SPAR2U

WE WILL
DONATE

R5.00
TO GRIP

UNTIL 30 JUNE 2025

DOWNLOAD THE
SPAR2U APP

| & AppStore J| P> GooglePlay |

EXCLUSIVE TO SPAR2U ORDERS IN THE LOWVELD REGION.

Buks Viljoen

RENOSTERKOP - A 73-year-old pensioner
narrowly escaped with his life after a brutal
attack that lefl him with severe head trauma.

Jan Jurgens (74) and his wifc, Antoinctic
(72), live on a farm along the Uitkyk Road.
On Monday, at around 18:45, Jan was in a
storcroom fetching animal feed when at Ieast
two robbers attacked him.

Among other injurics, he was hacked with a
panga and repeatedly struck in the face and on
the head with a rock.

His farm dogs rushed to defend him, but
the attackers turned on them as well, slashing
al them with the panga. One of the dogs. a
Labrador, suffered deep lacerations and is still
being Lreated at a local velerinarian.

“The assault was so severe that my father
lost consciousncess,™ his son, Jannic, told
Lowvelder.

The robbers tied Jan’s hands and et with
shoelaces

“Every time he regained consciousness,
they would either kick him or jump on him,”
Jannic said.

Antoinette was not at home at the time.
“When Mum arrived home at around 19:00,
the two men attacked her as well. However,
she fought them off and managed to lock
hersell in the house,” Jannie explained.

) Continued on page 2

[ sPAR[)

MBOMBELA - Die wrede moord
op Karin van Aardl (64) op
5 Desember in Kaapstad het
skokgolwe deur die Laeveld gestuur
en 'n stroom huldeblyke vir die
gelielde oudonderwyseres cn inwoner
van Bateleur ontketen.

Karin cn haar man, Herman, was op
pad na Vredenburg om hul kleinkind
sc agste verjaardag te vier toe hulle
in 'n huurmotor op die berugte M
op dic hock

vanaf Kruger

Mpumalanga Tnternasionale Tughawe
vertrek en om 17:45 laat weet dat
hulle veilig in stad geland het.
Kort daarna. toc hulle by “n rooi
verkeerslig stilhou, is hulle deur 'n
roep mans bestorm.

Die aanvallers het die ruit aan
Karin s¢ kant ingeslaan en haar
handsak probeer gryp. In die proses
is sy verskeic kere met "n mes in dic
bors gesteek. Herman het panickerig
weggetrek en 'n ander motoris, Velile
Funo, om aanwysings na die naaste
hospitaal gevra. Karin is om 19:00 by
Netcare N1 City-hospitaal opgencem,
maar het later aan haar beserings
beswyk. Sy het baic bloed verloor
en het 'n diep steekwond onder
haar borsbeen gehad.” het
Triimpelmann gesé.

Die polisic het dic huurmotor vir
ondersoek in beslag geneem, maar
. volgens konst. Ndakhe Gwala van die

Goodwood SAPD is daar nog geen
N | verdagtes in hegtenis geneem nic,
l Die DA-woordvoerder, Benedicta

van Minnen, het die familie se verlies
betreur en bevestig dat dic betrokke

van Jakkalsvlci u sclfs reggekry

en Jake Die DA se woord-  om die kar se

Goveintam. I voerder het bevestig JIE,

Volgens haar dat dié kruising as vertel. Die mans RN
swaer, Ul PR . het later ed verl N
Trimpeiman, [ N hoérisikogebied & e e siutcls n

het die egpaar bekend staan foon weggcehardloop. *n

om 15:40 Jong seun het onverwags

Dic tragedic het dic aandag gevestig
op 'n reeks soortgelyke aanvalle op die
berugte M7, Op 17 November is Trevlynne
Sapire van Mbombela cn haar suster op pad
Langebaan toe, 0ok daar aangeval. Hulle
het vanaf KMI Lughawe vertrek
en kort voor ses in Kaapstad
gcland. By dic verkeerslig het 'n
groep mans hul motor se ruite
ingeslaan en probeer om hul
besittings te gryp. “Hulle het
my foon en handsak probeer

eryp en dit

opgedaag en dic sleutels

teruggegee. Sapire het kneusplekke
en skraapmerke aan haar bors ¢n bene
opgedoen, en die ervaring het haar en haar
suster dicp getraumatiscer. I

Op 1 Oktober vanjaar het di
voormalige Mev. Mpumalanga,
Juanry Crous, ¢n haar gesin
dieselfde lot beleef. Hulle
het dic middagvlug vanal
KMI Lughawe geneem en
kort voor 18:00 geland.
Die gesin was op pad na
Saldanha vir *
langnaweekvaka
Man het agter ons kar
verbygeloop en dil het
eers gelyk of hy in die
taxi langs ons motor
sou inklim,” het
Crous vertel.

1n plaas daarvan het
hy na haar venster
toe gestap, dit
stukkend geslaan
en haar foon
gesteel.

kruising reeds as “n hogri

ONGA - The death of Jurgens Ncl, who

found dead (allegedly murdered) in his

non the farm Lowhills, and a voicenote

ad sent a week before his death, have

more questions than answers,

1e Onderberg community has been in

:k since Nel's body was discovered on
ary 3, and Sonell Joubert. owner of the

ous clephant Tswale, was arrested for

leath.

1e appeared in court on Monday on a

‘ge of premeditated murder, and for a

hearing.

the voicenote Nel had sent George

ole, the owner of Mohamdule’s Security,

sompany appointed by Shofeeds 10

-d the main gate to the farm, he states

things on the farm were geting “hectic”.

said: “Johann and Soncll is like. sjoh. 1

't know people can play that dirty. It’s

ly, really insane.”

cl asked Sithole to help him, and

ned Joubert and her life partner. Johann

ler, had requested him to leave the farm,

according to him, they had no legal right

0 50. “These are playing dirty, and

don’t know they arc going (o do.

quy
what

Nel said he didn’t have ransport and
that some food he had ordered from SPAR
couldn’t be delivered, as Moller had
instructed his [riends and collcagues not to
bring him any packages.

He asked Sithole if he would go to pick up
the food for him and bring it to him.

Sithole confirmed the authenticity of the
voicenote and his conversations with Nel.
He said Nel had had concerns about Tswale
the clephant, as well. The voicenole was sent
to Maller for comment, and even though he
received and opened iL, he did not respond.

Bail hearing:

During the bail hearing on Monday,
Sergeant Bonginkosi Given Nguyuza
testified that Nel's body had been discovered
on February 3 and that it had six stab

Neuy aid the
as padlocked and
that Moller had given them
the key to gain access.

The police searched for
a possible murder weapon,
without any success.

ann Maller. > Photo: Zietta Janse van
isburg.

produccd, it transpired that Nel had probably
been stabbed two days before the police
found him.

Nguyuza said on the morning of
February 3. he was informed by his
collcagues that there was an ‘aggressive guy”
on Lowhills Farm that had to be arrested.
He was told that Joubert had previously
obtained a protection order against Nel she
claimed was violated on February 1.

) Continued on page 2

S EPrei i |
Sonelle Joubert. > Photo: Facebook
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NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR (FREE) TOP 10

10. Rosebank Killarney Gazette
9. Randburg Sun

8. The Village News

7. Polokwane Review

6. Highway Mail

5. Northcliff Melville Times
4. Eyethu Bay Watch

)
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TOP 3 ...
 Third place - Midrand Reporter

« Second place - Suid-Kaap Forum

Winner
Queensburgh News

Stellenbosch
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B Fairfell Guide Hall project

Malvern scouts give back

S LT PP

Shiraz Habbib
shirazh@dbn.caxton.co.za

AN obstacle course at the Fairfell
Guide Hall in Northdenc has been
brought lo life thanks to the 1st
Malvern Scout Group.

As part of his community
service, Luke de Beer, who is
aiming for his Spri
Award, together wi
menibers from the scout group
as well a member [rom the
Shallcross scouts group, have

r-old explained that
ccl involved putting up a

new tyre wall, a new cargo net and
repairing a crawl space with new
wood (o help transform the area.

Luke also painted, filled in
and printed new lettering for the
Fairlell sign post marking the
entrance 1o the property.

“Seeing this space from what it
was 10 where it is now has been
50 plcasing. Tt has totally been
transformed. The most rewarding
thing is sccing how the Cubs
gravitate towards the spot the
minute they see it. There wasn’t
much here before but we feel with
this project there’s more substance
for a space we all share and can
usc. Because I'm aiming for my
Springbok Scout Award T spent 10
hours of community service on the
Tairfell sign post.

“The project to rehabilitate
and repair the obstacle course
was a parl of 40 hours of scrvice.

OFFER VALID
8- 19 JAN 2025

AVAILABLE AT:

15 CORONATION ROAD,
QUEENSBURGH
031464 6204 :

2500
15H03NS b

1st Malvern Scout Group members Guy Caws, Luke de Beer and Prean Naidoo admire the newly repaired and rehabilitated obstacle
course space at the Fairfell Guide Hall

1 actually finished it on New
Year’s Eve but it required a bit
i san

painting the letierin
The project has also been

welcomed by Scout Group Leader

has been a leader

SUTERE" N
== R1s8

CURRY

al Malvern since 1974,

“Whilc the property is owned
by the Girl Guides, we also usc
itas well. The scout troop from
Northdenc and Shallcross also
meet here on a Friday. The space
before we started this project was
derelict. Tt used to be an obstacle

course used for physical training
but it wasn’t as well rounded. We
clected to do this upliftment as.
one ol our projects focused on
reconstructing the obstacle course
for everyone using this facili
We've rehabilitated the area and it
looks fantastic now,” Caws said.

s
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R44% »
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FREE DELIVERY

x30g ik it
-

order online
w. blustfmeatsupply.co.za(shop/

Good to know

Scouts meet at the Victory

MOTH Hall, 43 Ridley Park
Road, Malvern every Friday
from 19:30 to 21:30.

LOANS ON EASY

REPAYMENT
PLAN

Sl

WE ARE OPEN DURING LOADSHEDDING

Unit 2, 19 Coronation Road, Malvern

infrastructure

ling at the seam

sidents suffer

wailable supply,
says puts ‘significant
the system’.

mand across

ni exceeds supply by
rtely 100 megalitres
again residents

1 lack of willpower
ler leaks timeously.
arth Street, a water
gone on for several
d just days afier it
ired, began leaking

is also major damage
id surface on

Road where a burst

L was cxcavated to
began leaking a few

r burst pipe on
>rRoad led toa
seing unable to

cir home.
Strydom, a Hillary
suid he feels that a
crhaul of the water
ieeded to curb
bursts.

i AL kSl ST codtalss
Pieter Strydom is frustrated with the frequent leaks and bursts in the Mount Vernon area. This burst has
affected a large section of the road surface on Fairfield Road.

down the drain
Page 2

LOANS ON EAS
REPAYMENT

«

y &4

Chris van den Berg shows one of the main sewerage network pipes in Northdene that was damaged by the 2022 floods.

i There is a plan to upgrade and repair sections of the pipe that leads to the wastewater treatment works on Blundell Road.
oms
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STORY OF THE YEAR TOP 10

10. Michelle Pienaar - George Herald
9. Gerhard Rheeder - Middelburg Observer
8. Heinrich Greyling - Krugersdorp News
7. Alida Buckle - Weslander
6. Noluvu Ludidi - Weslander
5. Dave Savides - Zululand Observer
4. Kristy Kolberg - George Herald
N
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TOP 3 ...

 Third place - Sibulele Kasa, Northern News (Digital news
website)

« Second place - Tumelo Brain Dibakwane, Lowvelder

Winner - Yaseen Bardien & Mahmood
Sanglay, Muslim Views with GroundUp inputs
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ALET ROUX TROPHY FOR
BEST NEW JOURNALIST

Dillon Pillay
Southlands SUN




PHOTOGRAPHER
OF THE YEAR

Wayne van der Walt
Highvelder




JOURNALIST
OF THE YEAR

Michelle Pienaar
George Herald




THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS FOR MAKING
THIS EVENT POSSIBLE:
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Alé Steyn
Chantel Erfort Manuel
Elaine Krige
Elsabé Retief
Fanie Heyns
Heindrich Wyngaard
Johann Thormahlen
Kyle Cowan
Marenet Jordaan
Marietjie Gericke
Marlene Malan
Mercy Kannemeyer
Mlungisi Louw
Owen Kock
Pieter Delport
Sibongile Maputi
Simonéh de Bruin
Virginia Keppler-Young
Willem Kempen
Yolanda van der Stoep
Zenande Maqubela

THANK YOU JUDGES

Convener:
Dr André Gouws
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